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SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN REQUEST FOR RICE 
REF: CAIRO 1 1530 

1. EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR GHORBAL CONTACTED DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY SAUNDERS NOV. 7 AND RELAYED OFFICIAL GOE 
REQUEST FOR 200,000 MT RICE (100,000 MT BROWN AND 100,000 
MT MILLED) UNDER CONCESSIONAL TERMS. SUBSEQUENTLY, 
EGYPTIAN EMBASSY FIRST SECRETARY HAFEZ DISCUSSED INTEREST 
IN RICE WITH USDA/FAS ASST. ADMINISTRATOR TUSSEY. HAFEZ 
REQUEST WAS FOR ONLY 10,000 BROWN AND 10,000 MILLED. WE 
BELIEVE THAT HIGHER GHORBAL FIGURES ARE ACTUAL AMOUNTS 
DESIRED, AS CONFIRMED BY REFTEL. USDA/FAS TOOK OCCASION 
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SUPPLY OR BEEN DISCUSSED WITH IT, REFERRING TO EARLIER 
DIFFERENCE ON WHEAT FLOUR WHEN GOE EMBASSY SUBMITTED RE- 
QUEST INCLUDING FLOUR BUT MINISTRY OF SUPPLY SUBSEQUENTLY 
RESISTED INCLUSION OF WHEAT FLOUR COMPONENT DURING NE- 
GOTIATIONS. HAFEZ DIDN’T KNOW BUT BELIEVED REQUEST CAME 
ONLY FROM MINISTRY OF SUPPLY. 

2. REQUEST FOR RICE PRESENTS US WITH PROBLEMS SINCE EGYPT 
IS TRADITIONAL RICE EXPORTER, FIGURES AVAILABLE HERE 

INDICATE EGYPT HAS NOT IMPORTED RICE FOR OVER A DECADE AND 
RECENT DATA SUBMITTED BY CONGEN ALEXANDRIA (A-043, SEPT. 

29, 1975) INDICATE EGYPTIANS THROUGH FY 1974 STILL EX- 
PORTING SUBSTANTIAL RICE. 

3. WE CONCUR WITH EMBASSY POSITION, SET FORTH 

LAST PARA REFTEL, AND IN INFORMING EMBASSY HERE WILL EM- 
PHASIZE EXPORT PROBLEM, BUT ALSO NOTE CONFLICTING REPORTS 
ON SIZE OF THIS YEAR'S RICE CROP. 

4. FYI. DURING USDA DISCUSSION HAFEZ ALSO REQUESTED 
FY 76 TOBACCO ALLOCATION BE INCREASED FROM 4,200 MT TO 
13,000 MT. USDA RESPONSE WAS ESSENTIALLY NEGATIVE. 

STATE/AID SHARE USDA’S VIEW. END FYI. INGERSOLL 
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